
Malmesbury Residents Association Committee Meeting  
 
Date: Tuesday 26th February 2019 
Venue: Caxton Hall Community Centre 
Committee members present: Babu, James, Jane, Khalid, Ruxandra, Shahid, Shubo 
 
 
1. Trellis Square allotments: 
Rizia Ali, from Tower Hamlets Homes (THH), was at the meeting to ask if Malmesbury 
Residents Association (MRA) was interested in taking over the management of the Trellis 
Square allotments.  We would need to set up a separate bank account from our current MRA 
account.  There are 39 plots on the allotment, and other people are always wanting to join.  The 
Council would support us in managing it.  We would need to establish a programme for 
cleaning up/maintaining it.  There is no annual funding, but funding can be applied for via the 
Inspiring Communities Fund, and water butts/hoses/sheds can be provided.  Work has been 
programmed in for April/May 2019 to remove the trellises (which have become dangerous) and 
introduce a mains water supply.  Residents sign up for a year's licence to an allotment.  
Currently, there is no money being paid by the residents for their allotment spaces, and there’s 
a waiting list for when a plot becomes available.  There was a consultation done a while ago to 
assess the interest in having an allotment in Heylyn Square but, at that time, there wasn't 
sufficient interest.  
 
James said the MRA is prioritising its energies on developing new things in Malmesbury and so 
wouldn’t take on the management of the allotments now, however he suggested THH consulted 
across Malmesbury to assess interest in further land being given over to allotments. 
 
 
2. ASB Officer, Michaela French 
Michaela introduced herself as our ASB Officer working at THH, who took over this ward 2 
years ago.  She deals with estate wide issues (as opposed to issues between individual 
neighbours).  Our ward is an under-reported area by residents.  THH can take effective action 
on issues eg. Bethnal Green had a drugs problem and 56 people were arrested recently as a 
result of residents’ reporting.  In order for THH to take action, they need residents to report 
incidents so that evidence can be collected and a case for action built.  The service is not a 
response service.  With regard to the fires which have been started in the Sheffield Square 
block, these need to be reported to the Fire Brigade.  The team don’t deal with flytipping, which 
needs to be reported to Waste Management.  A residents whatsapp group with Michaela on it is 
no longer possible since this method has been abused by other Tenants & Residents 
Associations (TRAs) members.  There are THH case reference numbers for every incident 
recorded. 
 
It was agreed MRA would put the ASB reporting number up in the Malmesbury residents’ 
blocks.  James encouraged everyone to report their issues as much as possible. 
 
 
3. Heylyn Square 
MRA have been pushing for the incorporation of community space into the proposed new 
Heylyn Square building.  Our request to regenerate the square’s green space has been 
accepted. 
 
 
4. Caxton Hall & Malmesbury Community Projects (MCP) 
MCP have refused our use of their building for our meetings.  Our Councillors are trying to find 
out about MCP's licence.  It was suggested that Twitter could be an effective way to hold them 
to account. 



 
5. Green Project 
Three applications have been submitted for funding.  Unfortunately our Clean Air fund 
application was rejected.  Guerin Square has been chosen as the first green space to work on 
(subject to funding) and the Head Gardener of Victoria Park is helping us select plants.  There 
was a discussion about trees get stolen and vandalised so it was suggested that we plant 
shrubs which are at least risk of damage/theft.   
 
Anyone who would like to be involved in the Green Project group, please email 
malmesburyresidents@gmail.com 
 
 
6. Litter picks 
MRA did a second litter pick in January which was followed by the Royal Event of tea and cake 
with Camila Parker-Bowles at Caxton Hall.  Julie volunteered to organise future litter picks.  
There was a discussion about waste dumping, and how some residents leave rubbish next to 
the waste shutes in blocks.  Suggested solutions included bigger bins, putting signs up saying 
'you're being watched' and focusing on litter hot-spots.  
 
 
7. Finance 
The number of homes in Malmesbury has been confirmed as 938.  The application for funding, 
which is based on the number of households in the estate, is nearly complete.  
 
 
Next meeting: Tues 26 March 2019 
 
 
AOB 
- The council is launching a "Love Your Neighbourhood" fund, starting with a project on 
Malmesbury Road. 
- THH has launched a project called "Estate Cartilage Project", which has money to invest in 
making estates look better.  In Phase II they are keen to engage with the community as to what 
we want.  They have suggested an estate walkabout with us in early April.  MRA will promote 
the date once confirmed.  All residents are encouraged to attend this walkabout. 
- Quarterly estate maintenance walkabouts with Linda have been scheduled.  MRA is proposing 
to have our own MRA walkabouts, possibly monthly, where we take photos, and compile a list 
of issues to email to Linda.  MRA will advertise the dates to residents. 
- Hopefully we're going to get community notice boards, including maps, on the estate in the 
next few months. 
- A resident highlighted the poor lighting in Huggins House, and the lack of room for drivers 
entering through the Huggins House gates. Additionally, the blue bollards at Harris House need 
to be removed from the pavement so residents can push prams through. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


