
Malmesbury Residents Association Committee Meeting  
  
Date: Tuesday 25th June 2019 
Venue: Caxton Hall Community Centre 
Present: James, Jane, Khalid, Ruxi, Shahid, Tanya, Tom 
  
Summer Party  
We got updates on progress on the following: 
 Venue - has been booked. 
 Art workshop - the artist has been booked. 
 Posters - put one up in new noticeboards, plus one inside each building 
 Leaflets -  we want to test out the new delivery service we've found.  Jane will send them the 

leaflet and the list of blocks to cover. 
 Bouncy castle & face-painting – Shahid has shared DoLittle's (the bouncy castle providers) 

Insurance Liability Certificate via the Committee's Whatsapp group, and to James via email. 
We're now waiting to hear if they have availability on the date of our event.  They will need 
access to a power point earlier in the morning to blow it up. It's 4.6m wide and will be erected 
outside unless the weather is bad.  A face-painter is also being arranged. 

 Planting workshop - the seeds have been ordered. Please can Committee members collect all 
their plastic tubs/tetra packs/glass jars which do not have holes in the bottom, from now until 
the event to ensure we have enough. 

 Potential wildflower bombing workshop - the idea is to invite people to make flower balls and 
then throw them into the designated area we want to plant.  Tom will find out if Tower 
Hamlets Homes (THH) can prep the triangle of grass at Caxton Hall for us before the summer 
party.  If not, Tom will look into how much the hire of a scarifier machine would cost be for the 
day.   

 Responsibilities on the day: 
- Fruit sticks and drinks - Ruxi, James, Jane 
- Plant workshop - Tom 
- Face-painter/castle/samosas/cakes - Shahid  
  
Green project 
We have been given Tower Hill Trust funding to plant on several sites across the estate, and in 
addition we have some Inspiring Communities funding we can use. We need to choose which site we 
will plant next in September.  Tower Hill Trust want us to include some bug houses, bat nests, bird 
boxes, and native hedges in our next planting session in order to meet their funding requirements.   
  
It was agreed that we would work on the Addington Road and Tom Thumbs Arch sites from 10:30am 
on Sat 21st September.  Tom will look at the space and come up with some ideas to present to the 
Committee.  We will allocate £1500-2000 for plants and boxes.  James to ask THH if they can provide 
the bird boxes etc and for their approval and support. 
  
At Shahid’s request, there will be an estate walkabout at 5pm on Sunday 30th June, meeting at 
Alfred Street basketball court, to look at and discuss the green project's sites. 
  
Estate maintenance 
Nick from THH and 3 councillors attended a walkabout with us.  We asked for monthly walkabouts 
with a Housing Officer., and also for a survey of fences and internal walkways.   
  
The new noticeboards are now up.  Tim mentioned the Guerin Square noticeboard was not in the 
place where THH said it would be and THH have agreed to move it.  Shahid has also contacted a 



woman from the Cartilage Team to ask them to change the location of the Howcroft House 
noticeboard. 
  
Tom explained what an estate management plan is; a long-term vision for the outside areas of the 
estate which is broken down into objectives eg. to have a safe, welcoming environment with areas 
for nature, sport/leisure etc.  It brings together thinking on the estate as a whole into one 
document.  Tom will bring some examples to show us, and meanwhile we can start thinking about 
visiting some other estates who have plans.  We will need to collaborate with THH in order to 
establish the management plan but we get to decide the priorities we want incorporated. 
  
Committee communication and priorities 
Shahid raised concerns about MRA, including lack of communications by James when it came to 
decision-making.  It was agreed that communication within the committee needs to be 
improved.  The current list of MRA projects are: 
 Estate maintenance 
 Summer party 
 Green project 
 Estate cartilage project          

  
Shahid did not think it was good for James to be leading on all of the above areas.  It was agreed that 
Shahid will take over the lead of the estate cartilage project.  If any committee member wishes to 
take over the lead of another area then please volunteer your name to James.  We will discuss at the 
next committee meeting our priorities for the next 3 months. 
  
Finances 
The bank balance is at £6868.72.  It was agreed that Shahid is going to create two sub-accounts 
within the bank account to be called "Tower Hill Trust" and "THH Inspiring Communities". 
  
Funding applications have been submitted to:  
 Co-op, for summer party funding, and local cause funding for 2020 
 City Airport  

Tom is also going to apply to Veolia for an £30k upgrade to Ambrose Walk square.  The deadline for 
applications is 4th July. 
  
 


